
Canberra Centre, City, ACT
Summary

Location Section 84, Bunda Street, 
City

Government 
Jurisdiction

ACT

Development scale 4.5ha site; 150,000m² gfa 
development

Purdons Role Urban planner responsible 
for development 
approvals, environmental 
assessment, community 
consultations, agency 
liaison, and input to 
master plans.

Project Value $500 million

masterplanning in conjunction with Cox Architects

Features
QIC won a government tender for the site, and 
has been required through a Development Deed to 
provide public roads, two substantial community 
facilities, parking  and other infrastructure upgrade 
prior to development and release of commercial 
space.  The site is in a prominent location in the 
city centre, and has been the subject of close 
community/business and political scrutiny since its 
inception. 

Project / Design issues
The site is adjacent to the retail core in City and is 
bounded by a busy arterial road.  Site permeability 
for pedestrians and view lines has been an important 
consideration as has creation of an interactive street 
frontage to Bunda Street and upper level pedestrian 
connectivity.  Another important planning principle 
has been the mix and scale of land uses, especially 
retail space.

Approach
The original and subsequent master plan addressed 
all planning and design issues, and have both been 
approved by Government as an evolving framework 
for development of the site.  Environmental 
assessments also demonstrated the impact of the 
project on other parts of Civic and surrounding areas.

Project outcomes
Two master plans, three separate environmental 
assessments, and five separate DAs have been 
lodged and approved for the site, as well as three 
separate Ministerial call-ins.  The majority of the 
project is completed and operating sucessfully.
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• CLEAR SPAN ACROSS ROAD

• FULL GLAZING TO BUNDA STREET ELEVATION

• COLOUR BACK GLASS OR PANEL SYSTEM (BUNDA STREET 
   BRIDGE) TO COVER STRUCTURE

• SET BACK CARS AND PEDESTRIANS ON ROOF LEVEL

• QUALITY SIGNAGE /  GRAPHICS /  TRANSLUCENT GLAZING TO   
  BALLUMBIR STREET SIDE OF BRIDGE
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SECTION

SECTION 84 CITY

The ACT Planning and Land Authority has caused this Master Plan for Section 84 City to be 
prepared.

The Master Plan is a planning guideline that provides section specific planning and design 
guidance supplementary to controls in the Territory Plan. The ACT Planning and Land Authority will 
carefully consider the Master Plan when assessing development applications for developments 
in Section 84 City (as provided for by Section 9.2, Part A3 of the Territory Plan).
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 RESIDENTIAL
 & MINOR COMMERCIAL

GRIFFIN COMMUNITY CENTRE
SHOPFRONTS

RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
ACCOMODATION LOBBIES VERTICAL 
TRANSPORT AS REQUIRED

PETRIE 
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CANBERRA 
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CITY
MARKET

INDICATIVE SERVICE AREAS

INDICATIVE ACTIVE AND TRANSPARENT  
FRONTAGES 

SIGNIFICANT PRIMARY PEDESTRIAN
ENTRY/STREET ADDRESS

LEGEND

INDICATIVE LOCATION OF SIGNIFICANT 
COMMERCIAL ENTRY ENTRY FOYER

COMMERCIAL FRONTAGE 
INDICATIVE FRONTAGES
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